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GENERAL MEETING 

INLAND EMPIRE FLY FISHING CLUB 

MUKOGAWA FORT WRIGHT INSTITUTE 

COMMONS 

January 9th, 2018 

Wet Fly Hour: 5:30 p.m. 

Dinner: 6:30 p.m. 

Editors: Lee Funkhouser and Guy Gregory 

JANUARY PROGRAM 

Tim Landwehr 

Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club—Spokane, Washington 

Tim Landwehr is the 

owner of Tight Lines 

Fly Fishing Co. in De 

Pere, Wisconsin.  

 

Tim has been a pro-

fessional fly fishing 

guide for most of his 

adult life. He has 

guided some of the famous rivers of the West, but 

his warm water roots brought him back to his 

home state to open a fly shop and guide service.  

 

Tim and his crew of guides float the rivers of 

Northeast Wisconsin in western-style drift boats. 

Tight Lines Fly Fishing Co. was one of the first 

shops in the Midwest to incorporate this style of 

fishing on our Smallmouth Rivers.   

 

Tim and his staff of guides just competed a brand-

new book called Smallmouth Modern Fly Fishing 

Methods, Tactics & Techniques.  The new book 

showcases all the new information that has been 

learned over thousands and thousands of guided 

trips on his warm water rivers.   Tim employs 8 

full time River Smallmouth guides and still puts 

in countless days on the water himself.  

 

He has been featured in ESPN Outdoors, OLN, 

Fly Fisherman Magazine, Catch Magazine, Fly 

Fishing Film Tour, Badger Sportsman, Eastern 

Fly Fishing, Sporting Classics and has hosted the 

Midwest Sportsman television program. He and 

his guides were also featured in the Guides and 

Destinations edition of Gray’s Sporting Journal. 

I hope everyone had a great time during the holidays with 

friends and loved ones and that you are looking forward 

to a productive and prosperous 2018.  I would like to ex-

tend a big thank you to last years officers, board mem-

bers, committee members and volunteers.  It takes a tre-

mendous amount of effort, much of which is behind the 

scene, to keep organizations like ours running smoothly.  

I commend everyone involved last year for a job well 

done.  Congratulations to Stephen Aspinwall on being 

named the 2017 Fly Fisherman of the Year.  It is certainly 

well-deserved.  During my last year as Projects Commit-

tee Chairman, Stephen was the most active club volun-

teer, participating in all seven of our club events. 

 

The Christmas Raffle Committee did another outstanding 

job securing some really nice raffle items supplemented 

by our members’ generous donations.  Thank you to the 

members who helped this year:  Rick Ripley, Randy 

Shaber, Stephen Aspinwall, John Ralston, Mike Mar-

shall, Dick Odell, Ryan Sandvig, Dick Avery, Lowell 

Tveit and, most importantly, Gordon Olson.  This is a 

year-long effort for Gordon and he puts in an incredible 

amount of time and effort “bargain hunting” for us.  

These raffle proceeds are our club’s main source of in-

come, along with dues, which enable us to afford good 

speakers, committee activities and grants to worthy or-

ganizations.  Last year we donated to Toys For Tots, Kids 

Fishing Day, Western Rivers and Fly Fishers Interna-

tional. 

 

A wonderful welcome to our 7 new members (Eric Apel-

skog, Dick Avery, Chris Demateis, Mike Fortney, 
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Dave Gunderson, Robert Littlejohn, and Ryan Sandvig) who  

joined or returned last year.  Our club still has openings available for more new members and I 

encourage everyone to bring a friend and get them involved.   Sadly, we also lost some good 

friends (Neal Beechinor, Loyd Bibbee, George Yamada, Al Cunningham, Del Coppock 

and Harry Calhoun) who will be fondly remembered as we’re recalling old memories and tell-

ing stories.   

  

As we look ahead to 2018, there are a few things I’d like to see happen.  I would like to see 

more member participation in club activities in 2018, particularly volunteering for projects and 

attending club meetings.  On average, about 60 members attend our meetings - less than half 

our membership.   I’m sure all of us have a little different idea of what we want from the club 

but, if there are specific things that you would like to see that would encourage more involve-

ment, please speak up.  It is our club, let all of us make an effort to provide for continuation and 

growth. 

 

We will try to provide a happy hour activity at every meeting this year.  If a speaker has a fly 

tying presentation, it will get first billing.  Otherwise, Phil Beck, our new Vice President and 

Program Chair, will be asking some of our club members to share their expertise and tying 

skills.  Phil is also going to look into bringing in a vendor now and then to demonstrate new 

technologies in fly fishing equipment and tying materials.  There always seems to be something 

new and innovative popping up and this will help us stay informed.  We have gone away from 

having dinner raffle items however we will be bringing it back.  The Legacy Committee has 

generously offered to help us with that.   

 

I plan to open discussion about our Flies of the Northwest book.  Over the last year or so, some 

members have indicated that it might be time to start a new edition.   I would like to invite eve-

ryone’s thoughts on this effort; what we can provide to justify a new edition, and if you would 

be willing to participate in putting it together.  There is a lot to consider and I plan to start 

slowly and see how it progresses.  I was not in the club at the time the current edition was writ-

ten, but, after talking to a few people who were, I have a better feel for how much work and col-

laboration went into it.  Preparing a new edition would be no different.  The club receives royal-

ties from book sales so we do have a vested interest in that aspect.  I will be asking for volun-

teers to get together and develop a recommendation for the club on whether we should move 

forward and how best to proceed. 

 

I am really pleased to announce that Jerry McBride has volunteered to take over the Projects 

Committee and he has already started working on some good new ideas.  Please give him your 

full support by volunteering when called upon and providing him ideas on any new projects we 

might take on. 

 

I welcome all members’ feedback and suggestions at any time.  I am looking forward to an en-

joyable, productive year.  Be safe and have fun fishing wherever you can a warm place. 

 

 

Jim Athearn 

President’s Message 

(Continued) 
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DID YOU KNOW 

By Jerry McBride 

. About five years ago Lee Funkhouser got tired of the bland canned fruit you buy at the store 

which is typically canned before the fruit is ripe.  Even though he had never canned anything in his 

life, Lee decided to take a shot at canning his own fruit.  He started with a box of peaches and an old 

cookbook that gave detailed directions on how to do it.  Since then, he has added pears and pickles 

to his yearly production.  With more time available this year after retiring he increased his output to 

two boxes each of peaches and pears that gave him 70 quarts of canned fruit. 

 

Several months ago Lee gave me a quart of his canned peaches.  With apologies to my grandmother, 

mother and my wife, Lee’s peaches were the best I have ever had. 

 

 

It just goes to show that you can teach an old dog 

a new trick. 

NEW OFFICERS 

2018  Board 

At our December meeting a new slate of officers was elected unanimously.   

 

Heading our the IEFFC for 2018 is President Jim Athearn.  He will be assisted by Vice President Phil 

Beck, Treasurer Bob Schmitt and Secretary Jim Gaddy.   

 

Our Board will be composed of Gordy Olson, Virgil Emery and newcomer Mike Marshall.   

 

We are looking forward to another exceptional year with this fine slate of officers. 

 

 

l to r, Jim Gaddy, Mike Marshall, Gordy Olson, Phil Beck, Jim Athearn, Bob Schmitt, Virgil Emery 
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STEPHEN ASPINWALL 

2017 Hugh Evans Memorial Fly Fisherman of the Year 

Our 2017 Fly Fisherman of the Year, Stephen Aspinwall was 

quite surprised when he was given this honor at our December 

Raffle meeting.  He exclaimed that he did not hold a candle to 

the previous members named on the perpetual Trophy, but we 

find that he is more than deserving of this award. 

A native of Spokane, Stephen started his fishing experiences in 

the Mirror Pond in Manito Park.  Besides our local waters he 

has fished Alaska, Canada, Montana, Idaho, Oregon, Christmas Island and New Zea-

land. His favorite local waters include Farmer Brown’s Lake, Omak Lake, and the St. 

Joe River.  

 

He joined our IEFFC after his retirement from 30 years in 

banking and was sponsored by legendary member Hardy 

Kruse.  The past Projects Committee Chairman, Jim Athearn, 

stated that Stephen volunteered for the most IEFFC projects in 

2016, including the Clear Lake Kids Fish-out and the Bayley 

Lake stream cleanup. Stephen has also helped out with the 

IEFFC Christmas Raffle Committee for 14 years including Co-

Chairing the raffle project one year with Hugh Evans for whom 

the Fly Fisherman of the Year trophy is named. 

 

Stephen’s contributions are not limited to our club.   He is a 23 

year volunteer for the Greater Spokane Meals on Wheels and 

is currently the Club Secretary for the Spokane Valley Kiwanis 

Club. Not being much of a winter fisherman, Stephen usually spends 30-40 days on the 

ski slopes around Spokane.  

 

Our new Fly Fisherman of the Year stated that his affiliation with our IEFFC has given 

him the opportunity to expand his knowledge and abilities of fly fishing. He has met 

guys that have taught him new techniques including chironomid fly 

fishing, (and “dangling”), plus the use of balanced flies. He says 

that his club membership has given him 

many new friends with whom he now 

fishes local and Northwest waters. 

The club also presented Stephen with an 

original painting by club member Stan 

Miller. 

Stephen receiving award from  

President Jim Gaddy 
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FLY OF THE MONTH 
 

     Coachman                    January 2018        Tom Bosworth

For the New Year, we are featuring a fly from the past.  Originally placed in The Fly Leaf  in February 

of 2005, this fly is probably a couple of hundred years old. The coachman was developed by Tom Bos-

worth, the coachman for three British sovereigns. He was recognized as one of the best fly fishers of his 

time. The Coachman and its various offshoots have been favorites of fly tossers the world over ever 

since. It was a favorite fly among the fishermen of Spokane Falls 100 years ago. So, tie up a few of the 

original pattern and fish‘em, knowing you have fished with a fly with the strongest of histories.  Art-

work included was done by IEFFC Legend Gene Lorenson. 

Hook: 18 - 2  

Thread: Black  

Body: Peacock herl  

Hackle: Brown soft or stiff  

Wing: White duck wing segments  

 

 

1. Pinch the barb and line the hook shank with tying thread. 

Wrap in a nice plump body of peacock her!.  

 

2.    Add a brown hackle, soft for wet version or a couple of     

stiff ones for a dry fly.  

 

 

3.    Add a pair of white duck wings. Form a small head and 

whip finish.  



Submissions for publication in the Fly Leaf can be made by contacting Lee Funkhouser at flyleaf.ieffc@gmail.com. Articles 

should be submitted by the last Friday of the month for inclusion in the following months newsletter.  

FFI REPORT 

By Chet Allison 

To Join FFF simply go to the website listed:  
 http://www.flyfishersinternational.org/ 

Click Membership, Click join then the blue round button. 

Join the FFI today 

Fly Fishers International 

Conserve, Restore and Educate Through Fly Fishing 

 

The Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club 

FFI Charter Member and McKenzie Plaque Winner 

The WSCIFFF through your support can continue our mission to conserve and restore 

our resources, and educate fly fishers in our sport and grow advocacy for fish and fish-

eries. 

 

2018 Fair Preparations: 
Preparations are underway for the 2018 fair scheduled for August 7-11 in Boise Idaho. Boise will be 

a very special place and a very high-quality venue. Next year’s show will include at least two indoor 

casting ponds. 

 

We have been able to secure appearance commitments from Craig Matthews and Hank Patterson. Pro-

ject Healing Waters will be conducting a casting contest for their program participants, to be judged 

by MCI’s. 

 

We are looking for volunteers to help during the fair week. A volunteer thank you package will be 

made available at a significantly discounted price. 

 
2018 Fly Fishing Shows: 
As a reminder, we have made arrangements to have a strong presence at all of The Fly Fishing 

Shows produced across the United States in 2018. FFI will be identified as a major sponsor, and 

will be responsible for all educational activities at the Learning Center. National leadership and or 

staff will also be available to assist local councils with the set up and staffing of all shows. One of the 

very special elements of our expanded relationship will be our ability to host an opening reception for 

all vendors on the Wednesday night before the show opens. The reception will give us an opportunity 

to share FFI's new direction and an opportunity to ask vendors what we can do to help expand their 

business.  


